Educating Chicago's Children and Families Since 1908
There are so many joyful stories to share.
Here are just a few that we hope will bring smiles to you this holiday season.

Tiara and Jasmin, Dessiree and Markita

Tiara enrolled her son at Mary Crane at a time in their family’s
life when they were homeless. Tiara did not have a job and
Jasmin needed extra support in school. Mary Crane Center
welcomed Tiara and Jasmin, and our Family Workers, Dessiree
and Markita, provided employment, housing, school and medical
resources. And then, the most wonderful opportunity arose, and
Tiara became employed by Mary Crane!
Jasmin has been at Mary Crane Center’s Garfield Park Early
Childhood Development Center for over two years now. He
started in the toddler classroom and now is in the 3-5 year old
classroom. Jasmin recognizes his name, all the letters in the
alphabet, colors and shapes. His educational successes continue
to grow and he has made tremendous progress since he started
at Mary Crane. Jasmin is ready for kindergarten next year
(although we will miss him, so maybe we’re not ready!), and
Tiara is thriving in her life.

Omolade, Omojuwura and Zion

Omolade is the young mother of two children, Omojuwura, 1 year old, and Zion, who will be 4 in
January. Zion is a student in one of the preschool classrooms at Mary Crane’s Rogers Park Early
Childhood Development Center. Omolade quickly expressed interest in becoming a Mary Crane
employee, and now, she is!
Emigrating here from Nigeria in June of 2017, Omolade had already earned a degree in Industrial and
Labor Relations in her home country. Finding work in the United States using this degree was not as
easy as she had anticipated, so when Mary Crane advertised that we needed a part time teacher aide,
she applied. In March 2017, Omolade began covering lunch breaks in preschool classrooms for three
hours each day. When a full time Teacher Aide position opened up in the toddler classroom, Omolade
was the logical choice. Since beginning in that role in September, Omolade has applied for a
Gateways Scholarship so that she can earn her Associates Degree in Early Childhood Education. In
the meantime, she has taken the initiative to complete on-line trainings that enhance her
skills. Parents, children and staff all appreciate the enthusiasm that Omolade brings with her every
day.

marycrane.org

4006 West Lake Street | Chicago, IL 60624

773.242.2860

Araceli, William, Somaya and Luciano
Araceli is the mother of three children, William, 8 years old,
Somaya, 6 years old, and a newborn, Luciano. Both William and
Somaya attended Mary Crane from three years of age until
transitioning to kindergarten. As a parent, Araceli applied for a
position as a Paraprofessional with Mary Crane, with the
responsibility for caring for some of our most vulnerable children at
our Rogers Park Early Childhood Development Center.
Araceli currently attends Child Development classes at Malcolm X
City College of Chicago. She is now one of our amazing Assistant
Teachers at our Garfield Park Center, caring for children ages 15
months to 2 years, and delighting us with the brilliance of Luciano,
who is only two months old, but looks and acts like a three-monthold. Another child ahead of his time – a future leader!

Catrice, Tiara and Katie
Catrice and Tiara, two of our fabulous parents, and Katie, our Home Base Program Coordinator, just
arrived back home to Chicago after attending the annual National Association for the Education of
Young Children (“NAEYC”) Conference in Washington D.C. NAEYC’s job is to review and determine
accreditation status of early childhood programs across the country, ensuring that the early childhood
profession exemplifies excellence and is performing a vital role in society. Mary Crane has 100% NAEYC
accreditation!
Catrice, Tiara and Katie reported that it was a wonderful experience for all, full of inspiring sessions and
conversations with parents and educators from across the country. For one of our parents, it was her
first time flying and leaving the Midwest, and she truly enjoyed documenting the experience to share
with her children. Our parent representatives chose session topics based on their interests as parents,
and both have an interest in working with young children (Tiara is currently employed by MCC). A
session that proved to be very inspirational for the parents was entitled, “The Brilliance of Black Boys:
Cultivating school success in the early years”. Catrice stated that the session clarified for her the
cultural and social messages being given to her 8-year-old son, and that it empowered her to be able to
advocate for him through meaningful conversations with his teacher and the administration at his
school.
Catrice and Tiara are looking forward to creating a presentation about the conference and their
learnings to present to the Mary Crane Board of Directors and to share at parent meetings. Tiara and
Catrice came away from the experience with a much deeper understanding of the world of early
childhood development and education, and the confidence to be passionate advocates for their own
children as well as others.
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